WWRC – ALERT : SYCAMORE TREES
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[bookmark: _GoBack]WWRC is urging horse owners to stay vigilant and keep their horses and ponies away from Sycamore following the tragic death of two young horses belonging to one of our members.
Sycamore trees don’t have to be situated in the horse/pony’s fields the plant seeds can be scattered by wind and floodwater.
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Feed forage, such as hay in parched fiekd, of o floorin hayners or feed racks
Donot over stock

Limit ot Ideally table horses over night

Secion off areas around poisonous rees and collct and dispose ofleaves Safely away from horses
Remove young sapiing plonts

Be careful of sireams running hrough paddocks as this s though fo be more prevalentin moist places
Bevigiant ofthe potentialsigns ofthis disease and act quickly i your horse becomes poorly.

Ensure you check your horse regularly ot eas twice doily

Check your petinsurance s up fo date.
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What is atypical myopathy?

Atypical myopathy is a highly fatal muscle disease, thought fo be caused by caused by the ingestion of hypoglycin A, a
toxin contained in seeds from the sycamore free (Acer pseudoplatanus).

The dissase s present in the UK and Northem Europe, and an equivalent condifion in the USA, referred to as Seasonal
Pasture Myopathy (SPM), has lisked hypoglycin A toxins from the box elder free (Acer negundol.

Brfish vets have seen an alarming rise in new cases of atypical myopathy this spring.

Young horses appear fo be more susceptible, as are those being grazed on parched land.




